POSITION PAPER
INTRODUCTION:  The Pennsylvania Burglar and Fire Alarm Association (PBFAA) is a trade association that promotes the use of reliable electronic life safety and asset protection systems.  Incorporated in 1982, the Mission of PBFAA is to promote the extensive use of professional electronic security systems to consumers and authorities having jurisdiction, in order to provide reliable life safety and property protection through education, advocacy and exchange of ideas. There are 126 member companies throughout the state of Pennsylvania with employees totaling several thousand.  The PBFAA is a Charter State Chapter of the National Burglar and Fire Alarm Association (NBFAA).  Since 1948, NBFAA remains dedicated to setting the standards, provides, education, professionalism and profile of our industry to the benefit of consumers, public safety and electronic systems profession itself.  NBFAA represents more than 2400 companies throughout the 50 states and US territories. 
BACKGROUND:  In 1982, none of the states surrounding Pennsylvania had enacted statewide licensing/regulation of our industry.  In 2008, all of the states surrounding Pennsylvania have enacted statewide licensing/regulation covering burglar alarms, fire alarms, Closed Circuit Television, access control and other low voltage technologies.  In recent years, the PBFAA has seen an increase in proposed municipal ordinances and state legislation which aimed at regulating part or all of our industry.  The ordinances and legislation introduced and/or enacted are not specific to the Life Safety Industry rather our industry is placed in a broad definition of either electrical contractors or the telecommunications industry with requirements not specific to the life safety industry.  
PURPOSE:  To provide for the licensing of electronic life safety and security systems contractors in the State of Pennsylvania.  The licensing is in the interest of public safety and seeks to ensure that qualified persons obtain licensure while ensuring that the applicants have sufficient technical knowledge in the electronic life safety and security systems trade.  It also allows upon licensure disciplinary procedures and effective policing of the industry.
Currently, we do not have consistent training, testing, or an enforcement body in the State of PA.  For consumer protection, the companies that provide this service will have sales, installation and service standards, improved business practices and improved industry, company and agent accountability.  By licensing, the general public will have competent individuals and companies who offer these services. 
The electronic life safety and security contractors in the state of PA provide a public safety benefit by deterring crime through detection and the resulting dispatch of help.  As the industry is the security provider to critical infrastructures around the state, licensing instills a level of increased confidence that the companies selected meet the requirements of education, supervision and background checks necessary for the work contracted.  As security is an important part of Homeland Security, the licensing requirements ensure that the companies in Pennsylvania are governed by a board which will administer and enforce the act, investigate applications for licensure and establish minimum qualifications for licensure. 
SUMMARY:  The membership of the Pennsylvania Burglar and Fire Alarm Association sees evidence that licensing provides the following:

· Reduction of False Alarms

· Consistent sales, installation and service standards

· Consistent regulation around the state

· Improved Consumer protection

· Consistent and improved business practices

· Improved industry, company and agent accountability

· Works with Homeland Security guidelines
